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Psalm 105         August 13, 2017 

 

Singing Our Story 
  

Ever since its debut in 2015 Hamilton: An American Musical has 

been the hottest ticket on Broadway.  It’s a multiple Tony award 

winner, including the Tony for best musical in 2016.  The Vice 

President’s attendance at a performance made the news when he 

was admonished from the stage by a member of the cast; the 

President tweeted a retort.  Hamilton ‘s intense and complex story, 

it’s multicultural cast, it’s hip-hop, pop, and rap score make it—in the 

eyes of many—the ideal way to tell the story of our nation’s founding 

in our turbulent times. 

But Hamilton isn’t the first multiple Tony award-winning musical 

to tell the story of the birth of the nation.  That distinction belongs to 

1776.  It hit the stage in 1969.  And those, too, were turbulent times.  

The new President in town that year was Richard Nixon, racial 

tensions were high, Vietnam War protestors filled the streets.  On 

Broadway musicals like Hair and Jesus Christ Superstar were breaking 

the mold.  But 1776 was a much more traditional musical, and 

compared to Hamilton it offered a much kinder and gentler portrait 
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of the Founding Fathers.  But at least one reviewer saw it to be the 

ideal way to tell the story. He noted that “In this cynical age …1776... 

makes no attempt to be satirical or wander off into modern 

bypaths.” (NY Post) 

 For as long as there has been a United States of America, we 

the people have been singing its story.  It’s something that people of 

all nations do.  And today we get a glimpse of how the people of 

ancient Israel sang their story. 

 The many stanzas of Psalm 105 remember the founding of 

Israel.  Beginning with the stories of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, it 

moves to the story of Joseph in Egypt, and then to the story of 

Moses—to the plagues and the Passover and the exodus—and it 

ends with God’s people settling in the Promised Land.   

Of course it’s brief—it reduces the first six books of the Bible to a 

few paragraphs—and so it can only hit the highlights.  But for anyone 

who knows the whole story, it seems to leave several curious gaps.   

 In verse 14, the psalm says of the great patriarchs of Israel that 

the Lord “allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings 

on their account.”  But it doesn’t explain why the Lord rebuked 
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those kings.  In one very famous episode it began when 

Abraham misled a king by trying to pass his wife off as his 

sister—which led to all sorts of trouble.   

 In verse 17 it says of Joseph that when he went to Egypt he was 

“sold as a slave”—without mentioning that his own brothers sold 

him as alternative to murdering him outright. 

 In verse 40, while telling about the years in the wilderness, it 

says, “They asked, and he brought quails, and gave them food 

from heaven in abundance.”  But it doesn’t mention how much 

the people whined and complained about what the Lord 

provided. 

In other words, if Psalm 105 was the script for a musical it would be a 

lot more like 1776 than Hamilton. 

 It’s possible for us to fill these gaps in the Psalm 105 because the 

Bible itself doesn’t hesitate to tell the whole story.  And there are 

even other psalms that remember some of those darker chapters.  In 

the very next psalm—106—Israel remembers the people’s 

complaining in the desert.  It says: 

They angered the LORD at the waters of Meribah,  
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and it went ill with Moses on their account; 

for they made his spirit bitter,  

and he spoke words that were rash.  (Psalm 106:32-33 

NRSV) 

 

So why did Israel sing this song?  In our cynical times we might 

want to suggest  that someone wanted the people to remember a 

sanitized version of their story for political reasons.  But I would like to 

suggest that this way of telling the story was intentional—but for a 

different reason.  Singing this song reminded God’s people of the 

deepest foundations of their life as a nation, and called them to 

seek the Lord anew in their own times. 

The key to this is the part of the psalm that I read from the 

pulpit.  It calls God’s people to give thanks to the Lord, to worship 

him, and to rejoice, and to “seek the Lord and his strength.”  And the 

foundation for doing this is to remember his wonderful works--and the 

reason that matters is because the story of their nation is the story of 

God’s great faithfulness to his promises.  He remembers his covenant 

and keeps his promises for a thousand generations.  We don’t know 

when Psalm 105 was written, but Israel’s history was more often 

troubled than not. But by remembering the Lord’s wonderful works at 
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their founding, they could have faith that his steadfast love and 

faithfulness would continue in whatever troubles they were facing. 

 Our songs and poems and stories that celebrate our history 

lead us back to our bedrock principles and deepest values and can 

inspire us to live up to them.  This is true in the stories of nations.   

 “I have a dream …” These words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

stand among the greatest words of American oratory.  But what is 

the next line?  Standing that August day on the Capitol steps Dr. King 

said,  

“I say to you today, my friends, though, even though we face 

the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 

dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream 

that one day this nation will rise up, live out the true meaning of 

its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal”   

 

And later he quoted from a patriotic song. Looking to the future he 

said, 

 

“And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's 

children will be able to sing with new meaning: 

     My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. 

     Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, 

     From every mountainside, let freedom ring!” 

 

Those great words of remembrance called a nation forward to be 

the nation it had never fully been, but is still destined to become.   
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 We could say the same of the stories well tell of communities 

and congregations.  It’s important to know stories like the one Tom 

Wadsworth told a while back about the great revival meetings held 

here in Dixon a century ago and the role this church played in them.  

It’s important to hear stories like the one David Katner told a few 

weeks ago, reminding us of the role his grandfather, Rev. Ludy, and 

this congregation played in the founding of Stronghold Camp.  

These stories tell us of how evangelism and mission are woven into 

this congregation’s DNA.  And if remember those they can inspire us 

and lead us forward. 

 This is also true about the stories we tell of the lives of individual 

people.  According to my records, in the past 26 years I have 

officiated at least 125 funeral services.  Every one of them has been 

for a sinner. Every one of them in some way failed to live fully as God 

intended.  But there are times when the right thing to do is to simply 

celebrate a life, to remember the signs of God’s steadfast love and 

faithfulness that we see in others.  In fact one of the saddest services 

I’ve been part of was one in which a son decided to use it as a time 
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to come to terms with his mother’s lifelong struggle with alcohol.  

There are times when telling the good side of the story is enough. 

 A mature faith leads us to tell our stories with understanding 

and perspective—but it should also set us free to celebrate!  A 

mature faith allows us to do that without falling to wishful thinking or 

nostalgia.  By pulling out the good parts and holding them up for 

everyone to see, we are lifting up markers of God’s grace—the 

common grace he shows in each human life, the providence he 

shows in the stories of nations, the saving grace he reveals in the 

stories of his people.  And that word of witness to God’s faithfulness 

gives us, as the old hymn says, “Strength for today and bright hope 

for tomorrow.” 

O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name,  

     make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

      tell of all his wonderful works. 

Glory in his holy name;  

     let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 

Amen. 
 


