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12/01 Phil Devers 

12/03 Bev Weber 
12/04 Ruth Miles 
12/07 LeRoy Kreger 
12/07 Bill Shaw 
12/10 Tom Wadsworth 
12/12 Janet Ferger 

12/14 Gordon Nicklaus 

12/17 Phil Vella 
12/17 Alyssa Schaefer 
12/21 Darin Longtin 
12/22 Don Montague 
12/25 Roger Landreth 

12/26 Jan Hartman 

12/29 Carolyn McBride 
12/29 KatelynKatner 
12/30 Addison Hoyle 
12/30 Shirley Katner 
12/31 Bob McBride 

12/13 Wendy Clevenger 
 

  

 DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

12/02 David & Becky Hage 

12/17 Don & Sheri Hill 

12/20 Wendell & Linda Ebbens 

12/21 Craig & Missy Shurson 

12/25 Roger & Jane Landreth 

12/30 Bob & Carolyn McBride 

12/30 Tom & Nancy Wadsworth 
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 I’ve said it before, and I’ll undoubtedly say it again, that Advent has become my favorite 

season of the Christian year. I realize that many get impatient that while we’re celebrating 

Christmas everywhere else it seems—with holiday parties and concerts and all--pastors and/or choir 

directors insist on singing those unfamiliar Advent hymns instead of the old favorites. Instead of 

reading about Joseph and Mary we read about John the Baptist.  I love the Christmas story, too. In 

fact if there’s any time I’m going to be overcome with emotion in church, it’s most likely going to 

be on Christmas Eve. So why Advent? 

It happened again just a few days ago.  My computer started doing funny things.  I was 

printing a document when a message flashed on the screen saying something about insufficient 

memory, and the next thing I knew my document was changed into some strange generic font. 

Despite my efforts to restore it Word wouldn’t cooperate.  So as a last resort, I closed it down and 

restarted it.  Thankfully it had the desired effect and my document returned to normal. 

This incident reminded me of something important about Advent.  The church year runs on 

a cycle. Beginning with Advent and Christmas we follow the story of Jesus through Lent, Easter, 

and Pentecost.  Then, fueled by the story of Jesus’ resurrection, we enter the long the long stretch—

six months or more—that we call “Ordinary Time.” This is the time where we focus on the day-to-

day of living in Christ.  I don’t know about you, but in that day-to-day life I can lose sight of the big 

picture.  In facing the challenges of getting from one day or one week to the next, I can be tempted 

to just settle for getting by.  Like a computer app that has been running too long without cleaning 

out those “temporary files” or without installing any updates, I can get bogged down. 

Then Advent comes. And like pushing the reset button on my computer Advent takes me 

back to the beginning of the story.  For me Advent is a time to dream again.  It’s a time to lift my 

eyes above what is practical and realistic in the short term and be caught up in Scripture’s vision of 
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the reign of Christ.  It’s a time to imagine with Isaiah a world in which the lion lies down with the 

lamb, where swords are beaten into plowshares, a time when “God himself will be with 

[humankind];  he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." (Revelation 21:3-4 NRSV) 

And so, I encourage you to embrace this time to dream again.  Among other things, I’ve 

found an Advent devotional guide that we will include in the bulletin each Sunday morning in 

December. (We’ll also put some copies in the narthex if you’d like to stop during the week to pick 

one up.)  We have some Advent calendars for the children—and plenty to share with grandkids or 

neighbors or friends.  I’ll be teaching a four-session adult class called “Held in God’s Grace,” which 

will allow us to celebrate the Advent themes of watching, accepting, journeying, and birthing.  

May God give us the grace to enter this time, to hit the reset button and dream again. May 

the Lord give us all a joyous and blessed Christmas! 

 

       Pastor David Spaulding 

 

 

 

     December Prayer Guide 

Pray for those in constant pain and those who need encouragement. 

Pray for wisdom for those in governments around the world 

Pray for refugees – especially those where there is war or conflict in Syria, South Sudan, and the 

Rohingya people from Burma.  

Pray for the women and children who have been abused or starving. 

Pray for the mental health and addiction problem in our country. 

Pray that we would live out our faith in word and deed and be led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

          

 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we will, by our intentional actions, seek a deeper relationship with 

God, listen for the Spirit’s call to mission in our community, and prayerfully lead others to know the 

joy of God’s love, and to realize God’s purpose for life’s journey. 

 

 

 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

 
 Our Church will be serving Meals on Wheels for 2 weeks on January 8 -19, 2018. The meals are 

prepared by KSB Hospital and delivered by church volunteers. “The non profit agency delivers 

meals 5 days a week and on holidays to elderly and shut-in Dixon residents.”      Volunteers   meet 

at the Hospital parking lot at 11:15. It generally takes about an hour depending on how many meals 

we have to deliver.   A sign up sheet for church volunteers will be available at the narthex on 

December 17.  Meals on Wheels is one of the local missions of Presbyterian Women.  Your 

assistance and support for this program is appreciated.   
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Christmas Joy Offering 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the 

wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this 

gift by providing funding to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.  The Assistance 

Program provides critical financial assistance to eligible PC (USA) workers, retired church workers, 

and their families.  The Christmas Joy Offering also provides funding for future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  Tutoring and special courses in math, 

science, and English encourage continued success as these students advance in their studies.  

Open your hearts to God’s love and grace by giving to the Christmas Joy Offering.   

Mission/Witness Committee 

 

 

Stewardship Reminders 
 

Our annual Stewardship Emphasis is underway. Please remember to give your prayerful 

consideration to the stewardship letter, and return your pledge card by December 10.  (If you didn’t 

receive a letter and would like one, please call the church office.) 

 If you are over 70 ½ you may be able to avoid paying taxes on the minimum distribution 

from your IRA by transferring it directly to the church. Please consult with your financial advisor 

for the details. 

 The final bank deposit for the year will be made on Friday, December 29.  If you would like 

your gift to the church to be included on your 2017 statement it must be in the church office by first 

thing that morning. 

 Thank you for all your generosity in supporting the ministry of First Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

Update on Lorri 
 

November was a good month.  Lorri finished her second-line chemo treatments mid-month. The 

results of CTs in October and an MRI in November show that the cancer is currently under control 

on all fronts.  Because Lorri has had such a good response to treatment her oncologist was able to 

qualify her for a newly approved maintenance therapy—a pill she will be able to take at home.  This 

is a particular blessing because it is the first targeted therapy—known as a  PARP-inhibitor—

approved for Lorri’s type of ovarian cancer, and the first new drug approved for ovarian cancer in 

over ten years.  It has only been available since last spring.  We’re thankful that our insurance has 

agreed to pay for it, along with some co-pay assistance from the manufacturer.  While it’s not a 

cure, the studies show that it has been successful in extending the time before a recurrence. Please 

pray that it will be effective for Lorri and that the side-effects will be minimal. We’re looking 

forward to having Anne and Christine with us for Christmas, and traveling back east to see our 

families.  Thanks, as always, for all of your prayers, support, encouragement, and understanding. 
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Notes from the Session – November 2017 
 

The Session met on Tuesday, November 21, for its regular meeting.  Here are some highlights from 

the meeting: 

 

Pastor Spaulding led the members in worship, including a reading from Deuteronomy 8:12-18, the 

sharing of joys and concerns, and prayer for the church family and community. 

 

It was noted that the Rev. Dr. Jim Olsen officiated at the Lord’s Supper on November 5 due to the 

last-minute absence of Pastor Spaulding due to illness. For the same reason home communion was 

not shared in November. 

 

Between meetings session approved two building use requests—the Mills family for Thanksgiving 

Day and Lee County Master Gardeners on December 7. 

 

From the committees: 

Finance and Personnel – Pledges are being received and the committee is working on tracking 

year-to-year changes in pledges made.  Progress on the 2018 budget has been delayed, but the 

committee will have a draft budget for the December meeting. 

 

Mission and Witness did not meet. They will once again adopt a family for Christmas.  Gift tags 

will be on the tree in the Social Hall beginning November 27. 

 

Worship – Session approved the purchase of a new MIDI sequencer-recording unit for the organ 

through Rodgers Organs.  Funds have been donated to cover the costs.  The Sunday School 

Christmas program will be December 17.  Because Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year there 

will be both morning and evening services.  Crystal Green will be taking some time off playing for 

services; she has a new baby due at the beginning of 2018. 

 

Buildings and Grounds presented a quote for cleaning all the carpeted areas of the church building. 

The work will be done in two stages, one before the end of the year, the other in early 2018. 

 

Nominating announced that a slate of candidates is ready. Session voted to call a meeting of the 

congregation on December 10 to elect officers, who will be installed on January 7. 

 

Pastor Spaulding reported that a “get-acquainted” gathering for several folks who have been 

attending worship was well-received. 

 

Due to the regular January committee meetings falling so early in the month, they will be moved to 

January 9-10.  The January session meeting will be January 16; the Annual Meeting will be January 

28. 

 

Notice of Congregational Meeting 
The session has called a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, December 10, following 

the worship service. The purpose of the meeting will be to receive the report of the Nominating 

Committee and elect elders to serve on the session (class of 2020) and members of the 2018 

Nominating Committee. 

 

 



 6 

What I’ve Been Reading                Pastor David Spaulding 

 

I haven’t written this column in a while, but I want to make sure that you don’t think I’ve 

given up on reading.  A number of interesting titles, fiction and nonfiction, have found their way on 

to my bookshelf and Kindle, so I’d like to give a few brief book notes for your holiday reading and 

shopping. 

 

The Radium Girls by Kate Moore (Sourcebooks, 2017).  In the early 1900s after the discovery of 

the element radium, an industry developed in the United States to use radium to make things like 

watches and airplane instrument dials glow in the dark.  The radium was hand-painted on the dials. 

It was fine and delicate work, and young women became the preferred workers to apply the radium. 

Because the tips of the paintbrushes needed such fine points, the preferred method of applying the 

radium paint involved putting the tips of the brushes between their lips to form the pointed tip.  The 

Radium Girls tells the story of these young women, often teenagers when hired, in two 

communities, Orange, NJ and Ottawa, IL. The work began as a boon to these young women and 

their communities—the pay was good, the work environments were clean, and there was even 

certain glamour to working with the luminous paint that literally sent the girls home glowing.  But 

as time passed, many of these workers began having frightening, often fatal, medical problems. 

After much medical detective work, the connection was made to the radium paint ingested by the 

radium girls as they tipped their brushes.  The book recounts the suffering of these women and their 

legal struggles to be compensated for their suffering. 

 

Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz (HarperCollins, 2017).  Magpie Murders begins with the 

novel’s protagonist, Susan Ryeland, a book editor, settling in for the weekend to review the 

manuscript for a new novel from her company’s best-selling author, Alan Conway. It is the latest 

installment in his series of mysteries featuring a Poirot-like detective, Atticus Pünd, Magpie 

Murders. Conway’s entire novel is embedded in Horowitz’s until Susan discovers that the crucial 

final chapter is missing. The search of the missing chapter puts Susan on a trail that becomes a 

mystery novel in its own right, full of twists and turns until both are solved. 

 

Peaceful Neighbor: Discovering the Countercultural Mister Rogers by Michael G. Long 

(Westminster John Knox, 2015).  Millions of people know Fred Rogers through his decades as the 

host of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood on PBS.  Fewer probably know that Mr. Rogers was also the 

Rev. Fred Rogers, an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  In Peaceful Neighbor, 

Michael G. Long, an obvious admirer, reflects on the ways in which Fred Rogers’ progressive 

understanding of Christian teaching informed his career in broadcasting.  Through a series of 

biographical stretches and vignettes from the show, Long demonstrates the ways in which Rogers 

tried to consistently express his values through the stories of the characters in his Neighborhood of 

Make Believe, touching on issues of war and peace, gender, race, and poverty, among others. One 

doesn’t have to agree with all of Rogers’ stands to appreciate the thoughtful ways in which he 

attempted to embody his Christian beliefs.  Long also offers a critique of the ways in which Rogers 

at times seemed to fall short of complete consistency—compromises that sometimes led to great 

frustration for his more progressive friends.  We witness the struggles he faced to both produce a 

show for a broad audience in the world of secular, public media and to live the core principles of his 

faith. 

 

Happy reading to all, and to all a good night!  - David 

 

 


