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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  

07/04 Lisa Canas 
07/07 Priscilla Brickley 
07/09 Sarah Bingaman 
07/11 Angela Montague 

07/12 Harold Wendler 
07/16 Al Moine 
07/18 Howard Morey 
07/19 David Katner 
 
 
 

07/28 Brad Dempsey 
07/31 Shirley Speer 
 

    

 JULY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

07/10 John & Diane Beveridge 
07/13 Cory & Beth Kent 

07/17 Brian & Staci Beckman 
07/17 Allen & Bonnie Cumberland 

07/18 Lance & Kathleen Schaefer 
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Pastor’s Note 
 

I’d like to begin by giving an update on how things are going for Lorri. She's actually doing 
about as well as anyone could be under the circumstances. The radiation treatments, which ended 
just over a month ago, are controlling the symptoms of her brain metastases. She's taking just a 
minimal dose of steroids and the lingering side effects are gradually going away. She's active and 
walking every day. Except for tiring easily she's carrying out most of her ordinary activities.  

She has also, as of last week, begun chemo again for the lung/pleural metastases. The drug is 
one of the two used in the first-line treatment last year. Since it's one drug vs. two, we're hopeful 
that the side effects will be less. 

There are some important “ifs” in this picture. We really don't know how long the brain mets 
will be controlled, and we know that this chemo drug will eventually stop working. But for now we 
anticipate at least a few good months before anything changes. 

So please pray for the brain metastases to continue to shrink and for the chemo to be 
effective. Only time will tell, but for now we're encouraged. 

As a pastor, called to lead the church, I’m aware of how much of the church’s emotional and 
spiritual energy has been focused on Lorri and me since Lorri’s diagnosis in the spring of 2016. 
And in a variety of ways this time in the church’s life has shown us at our best—as Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 12, “when one member of the [of the body of Christ] suffers, all suffer together.”  And 
we have constantly felt you with us. 

But as pastor, I’m also continually aware that many among us are suffering in one way or 
another.  Others are also facing serious, even life-threatening, illnesses, and many among us have 
chronic conditions that affect their lives. Some families are confronting challenges and others are 
going through major life transitions. 

I’m also aware that when we’re focused on taking care of each other, we can run out of 
energy for our mission outside the congregation. So let’s not forget the good, even exciting, things 
that have been happening.  
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• It’s been a blessing to see a scattering of new faces in worship on Sunday morning. 
Please make a point to introduce yourself when you see someone you don’t know by 
name (even if you’ve been sitting opposite them for months – or years). 

• The mission trip to Mexico in June brought together a coalition of congregations from 
Dixon and Morrison for a very significant time of service and learning. We’re looking 
forward to a full report from them soon. 

• The Dixon Community Gardens has gotten off to a strong first year. Their core 
leadership group includes members of our church, and the garden is on our grounds.  
Please walk or drive by our lower lots on East 4th street for a closer look. 

• Stronghold’s Traveling Day Camp returns July 17-21. This year’s camp was full to its 
capacity of 30 children practically before we began advertising it.  

• We have been approved to start a church-to-church partnership with Kiangua Parish of 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa.  We don’t quite know what this will look like 
yet, but we look forward to it becoming a source of shared blessing with some wonderful 
Christians. 

Each of these growth areas takes an investment of energy, some more than others.  Maybe 
there is some way that you could participate, support or encourage our mission in Dixon and 
beyond.  As Paul also says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9 NIV) 

Thank you for your love and support for Lorri and me, for each other, and for the mission of 
First Presbyterian Church. 

       In Christ, 

       David 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Remember Newsletter information to be turned into the office by the 15th of each month. 

              

 

 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we will, by our intentional actions, seek a deeper relationship with 
God, listen for the Spirit’s call to mission in our community, and prayerfully lead others to know the 
joy of God’s love, and to realize God’s purpose for life’s journey. 



 4 

 
Traveling Day Camp 

 Traveling Day Camp (TDC) is approaching. This year we will be sponsoring it from July 17 
to July 21. We will be housing 4 counselors, 2 males and 2 females. We need someone to welcome 
them into their home for these dates.  We also need people to provide an evening meal for them. 
This is truly an important part of TDC. If you are able to provide one or both please let Phil Vella or 
Millie Saathoff know. There will be sign up sheets for both in the narthex 

 We also have another sign up sheet for people who can help during the day with serving 
meals, arts and crafts, general order and clean up. 

     Thank you 

     Christian Education 

 
Petunia Festival Community Service 

On Sunday, July 2 at 9:00 a.m. we will join in the Community Worship Service at the Dixon 
Petunia Festival. Please mark your calendar and join in this community celebration of the body of 
Christ. The service will be held at the main stage area on River Street. We will offer rides from our 
lot beginning at 8:30. You are free to bring your own lawn chair, and may want to bring a hat and 
sunscreen. If it rains, the rain site will be here at FPC. This service will be led by the pastors of 
Dixon Area Christian Ministerial Association (DACMA) 

 
 

Vote for the Dixon Community Gardens 
The Dixon Community Gardens Committee has entered a contest to win $15,000 for the further 
development of the gardens.  The garden with the most votes wins.  You can vote every day until 
July 7.  You can only vote once a day.  Since the address is so long, I can send it to you by e-mail if 
you contact me at sarahbingaman@comcast.net and then you can just copy and paste it.  Or, you 
can choose to type it in but just be sure to save it.  Here is the address: 
https://promotions.spredfast.com/service/v2/canvas_wa/5935f01ee6df42845c57755e 
 
There are 5 pages of entries.  I found our entry on the 4th page, but it moves around so you might 
have to look for it.  For some reason, only the second half of our essay shows.  I am working on 
getting that fixed, but you can go ahead and start voting today.  When you vote, you will be able to 
see how we are doing in comparison with the other gardens.  You can also post this on your 
Facebook page and ask your friends to vote for us.   
 
We appreciate your support. 
Sarah Bingaman and Lorri Spaulding 
 
(Note: You can also find your way to the web site by through our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/dixonfirstpresbyterian/. Just scroll down the page until you find the post 
about the Community Garden .) 
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July Prayer Guide – Lorri Spaulding 
 
Pray for our World and its leaders, our Nation, our State, our Counties, and our Community.  
Pray for President Trump, Vice President Pence, advisors,cabinet, military leaders and military, 
Supreme Court and lower courts. For the Senate and House Leaders- Paul Ryan, Mitch McConnell 
and others in leadership, all the senators, the congressmen, lobbyists, others with influence 
nationally. For our Senators Durbin and Duckworth and your congresspersons. Pray that all would 
put the country first above party. That they would put the people first and not crave power, prestige, 
or their own interests. That they would be able to all work together for the good of the country. Pray 
for wisdom and godly insight in solving the nation’s problems. Pray that people would put aside 
partisan divisions. 
 
For Governor Rauner, House Speaker Madigan, others making key decisions, and for our 
legislators. That they would put the state first, pass a good state budget, and work together for our 
state, not themselves. That we may be able to get out of the financial mess we’re in. Pray for those 
suffering because of the lack of a state budget for 3 years. For more good jobs would come to 
Illinois.  
 
For our county legislators - for wisdom, insight, and that they may work together for the best for the 
county. For our local leaders - that they would have wisdom and insight, and that they work 
together for the best of our communities. That more good jobs would come to the area. 
 
Pray for Traveling Day Camp- July 17

th
-21. Pray for housing for counselors July 16-20th, people 

to provide dinner each evening for the counselors, cooks for the week, donations to cover the cost of 
lunches and snacks, volunteers to help during the day with crafts and clean-up, craft supplies, and 
for the campers and counselors to have a week that is safe, fun, and full of learning about God. That 
the counselors and campers would connect. 
 
Pray for our children going or who have gone to Stronghold Camp. The Wendts, Eric Canas, 
Tyler Shoemaker, Dani Topping 
 

Notes from the Session – June 2017 
 
The session met for its June meeting on June 20.   Joining the session members for the meeting was 
Elder Pat Wakeley, our liaison to the Commission on Ministry of Blackhawk Presbytery. 
 
The meeting began with an extended time of worship, including a reading from 1 Kings 19:8-13, 
and a time for the members to share their joys and concerns as well as the concerns of the church. 
 
Pat Wakeley was present at the meeting at the request of Pastor Spaulding and the Finance-
Personnel Committee to facilitate a time of listening and sharing as our church accompanies the 
Spauldings through Lorri’s illness.  Thoughts were shared about communicating needs, providing 
help, and the impact of a major illness in the pastor’s family on the day-to-day life of the 
congregation.  David shared some of his thoughts and concerns, including about how to serve the 
church effectively during this time of turmoil in his and Lorri’s lives. 
 
Our time with Pat concluded with the elders lifting the concerns of the church to the Lord in prayer. 
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Notes from the Committees: 
Mission-Witness 

• The Mexico mission team is planning a presentation on their trip. 

• Cub Scout Pack 196’s charter has been renewed for another year. 
 
Worship 

• Session approved participating as a congregation in the community worship service on July 
2 at the Petunia Festival, offering our church as the rain site, and moving July’s communion 
Sunday to July 9. 

• Session approved initiating on a trial basis the practice of offering worshipers the 
opportunity to receive prayer, blessing, and/or anointing on communion Sunday.  A place 
will be offered to go aside for this after receiving the elements. 

• Session approved the purchase of a cover for the piano in the Social Hall, using memorial 
funds. 

 
Buildings and Grounds 

• Steps leading to the lower lots have been completed, providing a safer way for people to 
move from the church yard to the community garden area. 

 
Finance-Personnel 

• The committee reported that we are operating at a deficit for the current year. Expenses are 
within budget but income, both pledged and un-pledged, is running substantially behind. 

 
Innermission 

• The committee members continue their ongoing work of visitation, sending greeting cards, 
celebrating major life events, and generally caring for the church family. 

 
Presbytery Report 

• Priscilla Brickley reported on the June 13 meeting at Willow Creek Church, Caledonia.  A 
major item of discussion was a proposed covenant between the presbytery and Stronghold 
Camp, providing a framework for spinning the camp off from the direct ownership and 
governance by the presbytery. 

 
Pastor’s Report 

• Pastor Spaulding reported that summer vacation plans remain fluid due to Lorri’s treatments. 

• He referred to the Finance-Personnel Committee a document recommended by the 
presbytery to formalize the medical reimbursement provided in the pastor’s terms of call to 
bring our process into compliance with the Affordable Care Act. 

 
The Session also: 

• Approved the transfer of membership of Dick and Judy Holtam to Pine Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, Kansas City, MO. 

• Approved the use of the church parking lot by the Dixon Petunia Festival for children’s 
activities on Friday, June 30. 

 
 


