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06/02 Brian Beckman 
06/06 Mary Mobarak 
06/08 Barb Overholt 
06/09 Connie Ross 
06/11 Sheri Hill 

06/17 Pat Hughes 
06/17 Nancy Smith 
 
 
 
 

06/28 Betty Russell 
06/28 Cory Canas 
 
 
 
 

   

 JUNE 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

06/04 Richard & Judy Holtam 
 

06/15 Bill & Janet Ferger 
06/18 Harold & Rose Wendler 
06/19 LeRoy & Joyce Kreger 

06/25 Robert & DeeAnn Wendt 
 

06/10 Chuck & Julie Hage 
06/11 David & Sue Coers 
06/12 David & Sarah Bingaman 
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As I was heading out the door on Wednesday morning, May 16, my phone chimed with a voicemail 
from a call I missed when I was in the cell phone dead zone in the lower level of our house—the 
call no one ever wants to receive.  The Lee County Dispatch Office was forwarding a request for all 
Dixon Police chaplains to respond to an active shooter situation at Dixon High School.  Having just 
that much information, I hopped into the car, dug  out my ID from its storage place, and headed 
across town.  As we gathered the information we received was sketchy—just that there had been a 
shooter on school grounds, shots were fired, the shooter was injured, and no one had been killed.  

With a perimeter set up at a distance from the building and the police occupied with matters 
immediately at hand, the chaplains cast about for a while figuring out how to be helpful.  After a 
while we found our way to the baseball field where students were being released to their parents. 
My main observation from that time is how well the school personnel did in guiding the students 
through that morning, the spirit of calm and cooperation in returning the students safely to their 
families. There was also a deep sense of relief, knowing but for the grace of God that it could have 
been a much different morning, and gratitude for Coach McKay and Officer Dallas for their swift 
actions.  

The Baccalaureate Service for the graduating class had been planned for that evening, and I’m 
grateful for the planning team from the Dixon Area Christian Ministerial Association and my fellow 
DACMA officers and their sensitive, prayerful response—ultimately rescheduling the service for 
that Saturday evening. It turned out to be time to breathe a little, to give thanks to God for the senior 
class, to give blessings, and not let the week’s events take away an important time in their lives. 

As we go ahead, as a community and a Christian community, we need to remember that everyone 
who had a personal connection to that day will need time to process those events—and that it will 
be a very personal thing.  We need to be sensitive to them. With all of this happening just as the 
school year ended the students won’t be congregating at school, the teachers and other personnel 
will not be in their school year routines—but they will still be coming to terms with the trauma of 
that day.  We must not forget that discharging a weapon in the line of duty is life-changing event for 
a police officer.  Let us hold them all in our prayers. 

And let us not forget to pray for Matthew Milby and his family. This is a traumatic time for them as 
well.  May it be a time when God’s grace is present to them. 

      The 
  Belltower 

                                          A Monthly Publication of 

 First Presbyterian Church 
        Dixon, IL 61021 
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And may our sighs of relief for what didn’t happen on May 16 not allow us to pass by the deeper 
questions facing our community and society as we wrestle with the confluence of factors that 
contribute to the plague of violence, school violence, and gun violence in our society.  We know 
that no community is exempt from it.  May we pray for children, for families, for the “system” in its 
many dimensions that God might lead us in a better way. 

         David 

 
  
 

  

 
 

Remember Newsletter information to be turned into the office by the 15th of each month. 
              
 
 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we will, by our intentional actions, seek a deeper relationship with 
God, listen for the Spirit’s call to mission in our community, and prayerfully lead others to know the 
joy of God’s love, and to realize God’s purpose for life’s journey. 

 
 
  Special Music . . . 
 
 We need to start putting together the summer calendar for special music. If you are 
interested in providing a musical selection during the summer, or know of friends/relatives who 
may be willing to join us on a Sunday morning, please contact Kathleen Schaefer at 
lkschaefer@grics.net or 815-440-7163.  
      Kathleen Schaefer 

 
 
 
Photo Directory Update 
 The Innermission Committee is working to update the photo directory of our church family. 
Becky Hage will take pictures after church on June 3 and other Sundays in June as needed. If you 
prefer to give us a current picture of yourself you can email a copy to beckyhage@gmail.com. If 
you have a print you would like us to copy you may give it to Becky Hage or Lori McNally. Thank 
you for taking part in this project. 
       Innermission Committe 



 4 

 
 

On Friday, June 1, at 6:30 p.m., Christian David Hage, will graduate from Faith Christian School in 
Grand Detour. A graduation party will be given in Christian’s honor Sunday, June 10 from 4-6 p.m. at 404 
Lake Ct, Dixon (Lost Lake). On Monday, May 14, Christian took an oath to join the Army National Guard and 
will be attending Iowa State University. His intended degree will be Criminal Psychology. 

 
Emily Shrimplin, granddaughter of Sue and Dave Coers, graduated from Ashton Franklin Center High 

School on May 18. She will be attending Sauk Valley Community College where she will be continuing her 
volleyball career and getting her general education. She then plans to transfer to get her dental hygienist degree. 
 
 
 
Dixon Community Garden 
 The raised bed gardens at Dixon Community Gardens are off to a great start in this, our 
second growing season. We had 13 gardens in the summer of 2017, and then last fall, we added 15 
more beds next to the church parking lot. There are also three “high” beds which allow people who 
have difficulty bending over to garden with us. If you take a stroll through the gardens, you will see 
tomatoes, carrots, lettuce, potatoes, onions, peas, and many other vegetables flourishing in the 
organic compost. Spring is always a busy time for the garden committee! This year, we filled the 
new beds with compost, placed mulch between the beds, added perennial flowers to the garden 
wall, and cleaned around and between the beds. We appreciate the ongoing support of the church 
family. We had a very successful fundraising event at Culver’s in early May. Presbyterians took 
over half of the restaurant! We will have a cookout at Oliver’s Corner Market on Brinton on June 9 
from 11-2. We hope you will come and have lunch with us that day and support the work of Dixon 
Community Gardens. 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars 
 The Mission/Witness Committee has two events coming up in June. The first one is the 
Community Garden cookout, June 9 from 11 to 2 p.m., at Oliver’s. We need hungry people who 
will devour our hamburgers, pork tenderloin sandwiches and hot dogs. We also would love to have 
people who would be willing to assist Phil Vella and David Bingaman at the grill.  
 
 The second event will occur on Monday, June 11. We will be hosting Jeremy Garbat-Welch. 
The last time Jeremy was here, he presented us with a very interesting and topical interactive 
discussion on determining the needs of rural African villages. We anticipate that Jeremy’s 
discussion this time will be just as interesting. Our meeting with Jeremy will be at 6:30 p.m. and 
will include desserts and coffee. A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex so we can get an estimate of 
how many delicious pies we will have to make. But don’t worry if you forget to sign up – everyone 
is welcome! 
 
 
 
 



 5 

Update on Lorri 
 
May was another realtively quiet month, with some encouraging news.  Lorri had follow-up blood 
work, and her CA-125 level (the cancer marker) continues to stay low.  The targeted therapy drug 
continues to affect Lorri’s blood counts.  She had another transfusion on May 18—it seem like she 
will continue to need one every fourth week or so.   June will bring a follow-up brain MRI, which 
will be the first real feedback after the radiation treatment in March.  In the meantime, Lorri is busy 
in the garden, volunteering, and working on plans for us to travel back east to see Anne and 
Christine and some of our extended family in July. 
 
Thanks for your prayers and encouragement, especially to all who go out of their way to allow Lorri 
to stay active. 
 
Prayer List for June 
 
Pray for the many families affected by violence, both here and overseas. 
 
Pray for those in our church who need physical or spiritual healing, LOVE and encouragement. 
Pray for others in our community. 
 
Pray for our President, advisors, Congress, and Senate members to listen and be led by God's Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Pray for the Supreme Court, and all those in the judicial system. 
 
Pray for God's earth, and help us take care of it. Forgive us, Lord for polluting the world  with our 
plastics, chemicals,  throwaway culture, disregard  for and mistreatment  of God's creatures and 
creation. We are all guilty.  
 
Help us to LOVE others and you and show that love to all Christians, our community,  and the 
world. 
 
Thanks for all the prayers, support, and love from you for David and me!  
Love, Lorri 
 
 
Notes from the Session – May 2018 
 
The session met on May 18, 2018 for its regular meeting.   
 
For some time we have been approaching our meetings as an aspect of our worship of God, paying 
attention to the session members’ role as spiritual leaders called to grow deeper in faith, to seek 
God’s direction and guidance, and pray for our congregation.  Typically the opening 30-45 minutes 
of regular meetings are devoted to worship.  We light a candle on the table we gather around, and 
we seek to enter the Lord’s presence through centering prayers and songs.  We share in reading and 
reflecting together on Scripture, grow deeper as a community of elders as we share our personal 
joys and concerns, and lift the joys and concerns of the church family, community and world in 
prayer.  Continuing in a spirit of worship, we move to the traditional work of the session meeting, 
closing all with a benediction and prayer. 
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Some notes of reports and actions from the May meeting: 
 
Session approved two building use requests by email between meetings—a last-minute request from 
the Dixon Area Christian Ministerial Association to use the sanctuary as the rain site for the 
National Day of Prayer service on May 3 (the original rain site became unavailable), a request from 
Boy Scout Troop 93 to use the kitchen and social hall for a Mother’s Day dinner on May 14.  
Session also approved requests from the Dixon Petunia Festival to use the parking lot for Family 
Fun Night activities on July 6, and from the Phidian Art Club to use the kitchen and social hall for 
their annual musicale on November 8. 
 
From the committees: 
 

Innermission is working on an updated photo directory.  It will once again be produced in-house. 
They are making arrangements to have Becky Hage take photos following worship services. 
 
Mission and Witness will host Jeremy Garbat-Welch, our PC(USA) missionary in Malawi, on 
Monday June 11, for a dessert social and presentation about their work.  Plans for the youth 
mission trip continue—the group, led by Nancy Wadsworth and Rev. Spaulding will leave for 
Minneapolis on Sunday June 17 and return on June 23. 
 
Worship is planning a “recognition Sunday” for May 20 as a way to express their appreciation 
for the many people who contribute their time and talents to our worship services. 
 
Buildings and Grounds expressed their thanks for “the impressive amount of outdoor work that 
was completed by church volunteers during the outdoor workday on Saturday, April 28th.”  They 
are continuing to seek proposals for sanctuary lighting and replacing fixtures in the lower level 
restrooms. 
 
Christian Education worked on plans for recognizing high school graduates and Traveling Day 
Camp.  They discussed having a church family picnic one evening during day camp week, and 
the possibility of a mid-summer children’s outing. 
 
Finance and Personnel reported that while we continue to be in a deficit situation on the current 
year, giving is close to what has been projected in the budget—the main difference from last year 
is that we carried a much smaller fund balance into the year.   The office computer has been 
replaced (funding for this was approved last fall). Purchasing through a local company (DC 
Computer) enabled us to have good technical support through the transition.  Many thanks to 
Betty for her patience! 

 
Pastor Spaulding reported that he has been invited to offer the invocation and benediction at the 
Memorial Day ceremony at Oakwood Cemetery. He has been elected to another year as the 
president of the Dixon Area Christian Ministerial Association.  He discussed plans for worship on 
June 24, at the end of the mission trip week.  The session approved a motion to give him that 
Sunday as a Sunday off, not to be counted as a vacation Sunday, and to cover the cost of pulpit 
supply.  He shared plans to meet with the confirmands, and will call a special session meeting to 
examine them for membership. 
 
Due to the mission trip the June session meeting will be on June 26. 


